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A REVERSAL OF FORTUNES 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

Luke 2:22-40 

Jesus Presented at the Temple 

22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they 

brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of 

the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 

24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of 

turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose 

name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the 

consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to 

him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's 

Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in 

the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in 

his arms and blessed God and said, 

29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,  

according to your word; 

30 for my eyes have seen your salvation   

31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,      

and for glory to your people Israel.” 

33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And 

Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for 

the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will 

pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be 

revealed.” 
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36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 

She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she 

was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four.[b] She did not depart 

from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up 

at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who 

were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

 

The Return to Nazareth 

39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they 

returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and 

became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.

 

H.G. Wells, the same man who wrote The War of the Worlds, also wrote a story titled 

The Country of the Blind. The story begins with a mountain climber named Nunez. 

Nunez tries to climb to the top of a mountain in the Andes in Ecuador. But he falls 

down a snow slope into a valley. A valley surrounded on all sides by steep cliffs. This 

valley had once been a haven, a hideout for those attempting to escape the harsh 

rule of Spain. Then, an earthquake reshaped the surrounding mountains and cut off 

the valley with steep cliffs, trapping the valley’s inhabitants. The lone, isolated village 

prospered anyway. They had just one problem. A member of the village was a carrier 

of a genetic disease that caused one to be born blind. Eventually the disease spread 

over the generations. By the time the last villager who could see had died, the 

community had adapted to life without sight.  

 

When Nunez arrives in the village, the ability to see is just a legend. They’re all blind. 

The villagers have no idea of what it means to see, and they do not believe Nunez 

when he tries to teach them about sight. They believe only in what they can taste, 

touch, smell, and hear. When Nunez tries to teach them about the sky, the sun, the 

moon, and the stars, the villagers mock him. Frustrated yet trapped in this valley, Nunez 

reluctantly submits to their blind way of life.  

 

The villagers were not only blind, but they were also slow of heart to believe.  
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Israel also could have been described like that in Simeon’s day. It’s true there were 

many faithful people like Simeon and Anna who had not given up hope. But the 

faithful suffered terribly in those days. The sacrifices were still offered in the temple, and 

there was still a high priest. But throughout Simeon’s lifetime and even before that, the 

high priests were hired and fired by whoever held political power. At this moment, it 

happened to be Herod the Great. King Herod seemed to handpick religious leaders 

for the Jews based on their lack of faithfulness. Little wonder that those hand-picked 

religious leaders did not choose to go with the Wise Men, to follow the star, or see the 

newborn King. Their hearts were darkened by unbelief. 

 

So, Simeon and Anna lived during a dark period in Israel’s history. The prince of 

darkness will “speak against the Most High and oppress His saints,” Daniel had written. 

Saints like Simeon and Anna and you and me will be oppressed. Oppressed, as in 

“worn down.”  

 

Worn down? Do these words fit us? Even saints can be worn down. Can lose heart. The 

unbelief we encounter can dim the eyes of our hearts. The unbelief we encounter can 

dim our vision for the future. The Lord calls us to do what He has always called the 

faithful to do: to keep looking forward. But the unbelief we encounter can cause 

spiritual glaucoma in us, if it can cause spiritual cataracts, dim our vision for the future, 

wear us down, and as in the case of Nunez it can cause us to reluctantly submit to 

defeat. 

 

For what can we actually see of the future or of the glorious eternity God promises? 

What could Simeon see of the future or of heaven when he said, “Let me now depart 

in peace for my eyes have seen Your salvation”? What could he see? All he could see 

was a one month-and-a-half-old infant wearing diapers. 

 

But that’s not what he said. Nor did he say that in this baby he had been given a 

glimpse into the future. He didn’t say, “Look at the cute baby. This baby will one day 

carry out God’s plan of salvation.” No, he said, “I have seen Your salvation.” That’s 

past tense. Salvation has been secured. It’s in the bank. It’s a done deal. It’s a lock. 

Game over. It’s like saying not only has Nunez not given in to the village’s blind way of 

living. He has given those blind people their sight!  
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It’s like saying, “Just look at that Beau Blackwell! With him at quarterback for the 

Chiefs, let the Super Bowl victory party begin!”  

 

Simeon is saying that the Great Reversal has already happened. Those who were 

losers are now winners. Those who were disgraced now have glory. Those who were 

despairing now have hope. Those who were slow of heart to believe now have faith. 

Those who had sorrow now have joy. Those who walked in darkness now walk in light. 

Those who had hell now have heaven. Those who were poor are now rich. Those who 

were in slavery now own the kingdom. Those who were cursed are now blessed. Those 

who were walking dead without meaning now have life. Those who lost heart are now 

being renewed day by day. Those who were worn down are built up.  

 

Because a sword piercing Mary’s soul was as good as done. Think again of why Mary 

and Joseph and the baby Jesus were at the temple that day. ‘To present Him to the 

Lord.” The presentation ceremony applied only to male firstborn children. The male 

firstborn of Israel were spared on Passover night in Egypt, when all the firstborn 

Egyptian males were killed. God stated that every firstborn, human and animal, 

belonged to Him. The male firstborn animals were usually offered as a sacrifice to the 

Lord, but if it was an especially valuable animal like a donkey, then it could be 

redeemed.  

 

That is, another animal such as a lamb could be sacrificed in its place. A male firstborn 

child would, of course, not be sacrificed but was redeemed. God commanded an 

animal to be sacrificed instead of the child. Which is what Mary and Joseph did at the 

temple that day. They offered a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons to redeem 

baby Jesus. Except, this holy firstborn Son of God would one day be sacrificed to 

redeem us all. For our sins. His eventual death on a cross that would pierce Mary with 

grief was the guarantee, the full payment for the Lord to spare both Israel and the 

Gentiles. Done deal. Game over. 
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That’s what God gave Simeon to see with his heart. When we sing in the Communion 

liturgy those same words of Simeon, what are we saying that we have seen?  

 

“Lord now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy Word. For 

mine eyes have seen Thy salvation…”  

 

What are we saying we have seen? Is a wafer and a cup of wine all we see in the 

Lord’s Supper the way Simeon saw only a baby in diapers. Aren’t we saying that God 

gives us to see with our heart in that Lord’s Supper that our salvation is a done deal?  

 

So, we depart in peace, our sins forgiven. Jesus died and risen in our place took away 

all our sins. Our eternal life is sealed. Done deal. Game over. So that we sing of Him, as 

did Simeon. We speak of Him to all who await the redemption of Jerusalem, as did 

Anna.  

 

At the end of the story, The Country of the Blind, Nunez climbs out of the valley, taking 

with him a blind girl with whom he’s fallen in love. Nunez not only can see with his eyes, 

but with his heart.  

 

We may think that it should be even more so with us, but when God gives us vision, 

gives us to see with love, with our heart, even one person who still walks in spiritual 

blindness to reach out to lead them to salvation, then be assured God is at work. The 

Great Reversal has happened!  Let the celebration begin! 

 

AMEN 


